
WELCOME! 
With ADAM BARLOW-THOMPSON,

THE NEIGHBORING MOVEMENT



OPENING PRAYER
WITH REV. CHERYL JEFFERSON BELL

Pastor Cheryl Jefferson Bell is the Community 
Justice Director at The United Methodist 
Church of the Resurrection. Born and raised in 

Detroit, completed  college in Atlanta, Georgia, and 

seminary in Edit, Oklahoma, settled in Kansas in 1985 to 

work for Boeing and answered the call to full time ministry 

in 1990.  Pastor Cheryl is a second career (Electrical 

Engineer) clergy, who has served in a variety  of ministry 

settings, prior to joining Resurrection.

Praise and worship are her lifeline! The JOY of The Lord is my 
strength! Nehemiah 8.10!



WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT? 
WITH DAVID JORDAN  

David Jordan is the President of the United 
Methodist Health Ministry Fund. Before joining the 

Fund, David served as the executive director of the Alliance 

for a Healthy Kansas, a coalition of over 100 organizations 

working to improve health and expand KanCare, Kansas’ 

Medicaid program.

David joined the Alliance after spending seven years at 

Community Catalyst, a leading national consumer health 

advocacy organization. David has also served as chief of 

staff to a Massachusetts state senator, led communications 

campaigns at Solomon McCown & Company, and managed 

the successful MassACT! ballot campaign.



A ONE-STOP VOTING SHOP  
Our goal is to make voting easier, particularly within communities 

that have been routinely excluded in the political process.

TheVoterNetwork.org

 

Easy-to-use resources and programs 
that work statewide. 

The most effective peer-to-peer voter 
turnout effort in the state. 

A site for learning more about who is 
on your ballot and where to vote.

Voter to Voter

KSBallot.org
KSBoleta.org



The problem
VOTER TURNOUT IS 

INCONSISTENT, EVEN 
WITHOUT A PANDEMIC

● More than 40% of registered KS voters don’t 
participate, or come out only for presidential 
elections.

● The people who do vote are older, whiter and 
wealthier than the population as a whole.

● Candidates and political parties have limited 
resources for talking to nonvoters, forming a 
low-information loop.

● It’s easy for policy makers to ignore
people who don’t vote.



TRADITIONAL CAMPAIGN 
TACTICS ONLY GET US SO FAR

● Many of methods we use work on people who 
ALREADY VOTE, but have little impact on 
turnout. (forums, yard signs, texting, postcards)       

● There’s no silver bullet for increasing turnout. 
Barriers are vast and personal to people.

● It’s becoming harder to connect with people 
through the methods that DO work: 
(door-to-door and phone banking)



- Trusted messengers

- Built-in networks!

- Two-way interaction

- Social accountability

- Better contact rates

RELATIONAL ORGANIZING WORKS!

“Relational organizing”  
substantially outperforms 

contact by strangers.

RELATIONSHIPS!!
They are the cornerstone 

of civic engagement.

People are much more likely to do something new if they’re 
encouraged by someone (or an organization) they trust. 



72% of the general population deem their 
spouse or partner most trustworthy for 
information around social issues, followed by:

- immediate family members (66%)
- medical professionals (60%)
- close friends (59%) 
- and scientists (51%)

Local or community leaders are seen as the 
next most trustworthy: 

- pastors/religious leaders (40%)
- teachers (39%)
- church members (32%)
- and local business owners (31%) 



Quick Primer
Redistricting
The State legislature drew new maps after the 2020 census but they are 
being contested in court for racial gerrymandering. We won’t know our 
new political districts until June. 

Constitutional Amendment
Everyone will have a proposed constitutional amendment on their August 
2nd ballot this year. If you are a new voter, this could be your first time 
seeing something like this! Here’s what you need to know:

● All voters can participate - including Unaffiliated and Independent 
voters.

● A vote NO preserves the right to an abortion in the Kansas 
Constitution, subject to current regulations.

● A vote YES removes the right to an abortion from the Kansas 
Constitution opening the door for a total abortion ban.

2022 WILL BE EXTRA 
CONFUSING FOR KS VOTERS



NEARLY 70% 
OF  REGISTERED 
KANSAS VOTERS 
WILL SKIP 
THE AUGUST 02 
ELECTION THIS YEAR. 



TheVoterNetwork.org
You don’t need to know the name of your State Rep. 
before you encourage people to vote. We have 
resources to support you, and we’re all part of your 
network now! 

● A Sermon Guide with suggested readings, 
sermon notes, song selections, and bulletin 
inserts

● Weekly group calls/training with all local staff

● Nonpartisan, comprehensive, online ballot 
guide at KSBallot.org

● Election timelines

● Template emails, flyers, & social media graphics

● Access to our Voter to Voter program! 





WE USE PUBLIC DATA TO PROMOTE EFFICIENT 
AND EFFECTIVE VOTER  ENGAGEMENT   



FIND FRIENDS WHO AREN’T VOTING IN LOCAL ELECTIONS

42% of registered 
KS voters are 

low  propensity 

Most voters participate 
just in even years. 

Only 11% vote every time; 
invite them to volunteer! 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t00c9Owmmmw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t00c9Owmmmw


  It really works!
STATEWIDE TURNOUT COMPARED 
TO PEOPLE WE CONNECTED WITH



 Impressive!
We launched Faith in Democracy 

in 2020 with United Methodist 
Health Ministry Fund.

● We had 41 teams (with a total of 177 
volunteers) participate, and they connected 
with 1,885 voters.   

● Nearly 50% of those people were not regular 
voters. 

● 93% of the people Faith in Democracy teams 
talked to cast a ballot in 2020! 



What now?!
NEXT STEPS

● Follow us on social media @thevoternetwork

● Create a team at VotertoVoter.org

● Watch for our weekly calls and action emails

● Put together your civic engagement plan  

● Send friends to our June 7 kickoff event

Remind your voters to go to KSVotes.org and 

sign up to vote by mail! Send primary election 

info out to your listservs. 



BREAKOUT ROOMS!  


